Lesson 4: America Enters World War II
Date: November 16, 2006

Subject: World History
Audience: Mr. Hoppe’s 9th Grade Class
Time: 80 minutes
 
Lesson Topics: America Enters World War II

Essential Question: “What was the aim of American propaganda in the 1940s?”

New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards:
6.1.4 A4 Organize events on a timeline.
6.1.8 A2 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and content

6.1.8 A5 Examine current issues, events or themes and relate them to past events 

6.4.12 J5 Compare and contrast key events and people involved with the causes, course, and consequences of World War II, including: Pearl Harbor, Franklin D. Roosevelt

6.4.12 J6 Describe the political background leading to American involvement in World War II, the mobilization of women 

6.1.2 A3 Identify sources of information on local, national, and international events (e.g. books, newspaper, TV, radio, Internet). 

  Objectives                                                      Assessment 

	Students will be able to place events of WWII that were discussed in the previous lesson on a timeline. 
	The students who completed their part of the Timeline Activity will place their events on the timeline and present them to the class. 

	Students will be able to compare and contrast Pearl Harbor and 9/11 and their aftermaths, specifically focusing on the surprise attack on American soil, racial prejudice post-attack, and how the two attacks drew the United States into war.  
	Students will work together to complete a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the two events. The information they use to fill the diagram will be from the Lesson 3 and the beginning of Lesson 4, and their personal experiences. 

	Students will be able to identify different methods of propaganda used by the United States. 
	In the ‘Propaganda Activity’ students will listen to three songs and a propaganda poster as examples of US propaganda during WWII. 

	Students will be able to identify different objectives and tools used in American propaganda. 
	Students will complete a handout that asks them to identify propaganda objectives and tools used in individual examples of American propaganda (songs and pictures)


 
Materials:
Chalkboard
Chalk
Pearl Harbor Video
TV
VCR
Venn Diagram Handout

Compare and Contrast Chart
CD Player
Propaganda Music CD
American Propaganda Packet
Overheads Transparencies of Lyrics and Pictures
 
Motivation: (10 minutes)
Show students a clip from the movie Pearl Harbor. The clip will portray President Roosevelt giving his “Day of Infamy” speech. Instructors will guide a discussion following the movie clip. The instructors will emphasize the importance of this speech and how it rallied the nation to support the war after U.S. soil was attacked. 
Instruction/Activities/Technology: 
Timeline Activity (5 – 10 minutes) 
-         Students who were assigned the Timeline Activity for homework the night before will be asked to present their representation of their key event to the class. Their work will then be added to the timeline. 
-         This will also serve as a review for the big ideas from the previous lesson. 
 
Japanese Internment Camps (10-15 minutes) 
-         Instructors will give a lecture on the Japanese internment camps to the students. The following information will be included in the lecture. 
o       United States mistrust of the Japanese due to Pearl Harbor
o       Forced relocation of Japanese and Japanese Americans living the west coast to internment camps. 
o       Description of an internment camp
o       1988 apology to Japanese interment camp victims by President Ronald Reagan
-         This will give students more information to help them with the Venn Diagram Activity that follows. 
 
Compare and Contrast Activity (15 - 20 minutes)
-         Instructors will draw a large Venn Diagram on the board and provide students with a Venn Diagram handout.
-         The students will be asked to compare and contrast Pearl Harbor and 9/11. Students will use information they learned about Pearl Harbor in the day’s lecture and movie clips. The information about 9/11 will be drawn from their own experience. 
-         The instructors will guide students through the completion of the Venn Diagram by writing answers that students provide on the board. 
 

Propaganda Activity (20-25 minutes) 
-        Instructors will distribute the ‘Propaganda Objectives and Tools’ Handout to the students. This worksheet identifies several objectives and tools commonly used in propaganda. The students have worked with this handout during previous units. The instructors will review the handout with the students. 

-     The students will break up into pairs to work on this assignment. 

-     The instructors will also distribute a handout with lyrics to American propaganda songs and corresponding propaganda photos. The students will receive a copy of the lyrics so they can follow along with the songs. 

-     Three songs will be played. After each song the pairs will work together to figure out which propaganda tools and objectives were used in the song. Then the instructors will lead a small discussion to review student answers. During the discussion the instructors will put a copy of the lyrics on the overhead to point out specific propaganda tools that were used. 

-         After completing the discussion of all the songs, the instructors will show the class a picture of “Rosie the Riveter.” Instructors will then explain that while the men were at war, the women had to take their places in the workforce. WWII changed the role of women for the future. 
-         The main question of this activity is, “How did America use propaganda in WWII?”

‘I’ll Be Seeing You’ Activity (10 minutes)

· Instructors will explain to the students that most of the young men in America were off fighting in Europe and the Pacific during WWII. Students will be prompted with a question to answer in their journals. 

· The girls will be asked: “How would you feel if your boyfriend was a WWII soldier fighting in Europe or the Pacific? Would you be able to stay with him?”
· The boys in the class will be asked: “How would you feel if you were fighting in WWII and your girlfriend was back in the United States? Would you write her letters?” 
· Students will be given 5 minutes to write their response while instructors play ‘I’ll Be Seeing You’ by Billie Holiday in the background, a love song from the 1940’s. 

· When students have completed their responses the class will discuss the hardships that many couples faced during WWII. 
 Questions: -         
What are the similarities and differences between Pearl Harbor and 9/11?       
Why did the United States put the Japanese in internment camps? 

Why do you think the United States put the Japanese into internment camps, and not the Germans or Italians?

What was the aim of American propaganda in the 1940s?
How did America use propaganda in World War II?         
How do the American propaganda songs make you feel?        
How do you think the propaganda songs of 1940s made Americans feel? 
What objectives and tools are commonly used in propaganda? 
Special Ed Modifications: 

All students will be able to listen to American propaganda songs and follow along with their personal copy of the lyrics. 

Some students will be able to identify one similarity or difference between the events and aftermath of Pearl Harbor and 9/11.

Few students will be able to identify three similarities or differences between Pearl Harbor and 9/11. 

 Homework: 
Student with the topic “Japanese Internment Camps” will do their Timeline assignment. When presented in class the following day it will serve as a review. 
