Hitler Attacks Western Europe
After making the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, Hitler invaded Poland on September 1, 1939. Two days later Britain and France declared war on Germany. 

Hitler’s military strategy was called Blitzkrieg, which means ‘lightning war.’ It was very quick and efficient. Hitler was able to take over Poland and France by June 1940. 

August 4, 1940 – The German air force, called the Luftwaffe, launched a major offensive on Great Britain. The Luftwaffe bombed British cities instead of military targets. 

There were so many blitzes and air raids in the city of Britain that many women and children were sent to the countryside. Those who stayed had to practice air raid drills at school and at home. 
Invasion of the Soviet Union

Hitler’s extreme confidence led him to believe that he could quickly defeat the Soviet Army. 

Hitler and his army invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941. This attack broke the Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact.

The attack took longer than Hitler thought. German soldiers were severely weakened by the Soviet Union’s extreme winter. 

This was the first time in the war that German armies had been stopped. 

