Lesson 2: Early Stages of War
Date: November 14, 2006
Subject: World History

Audience: Mr. Hoppe’s 9th Grade Class

Time: 80 minutes

Lesson Topics: Early Stages of War 
Essential Question: “How did Hitler use propaganda to further his ideals?” 
New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards:

6.1.4 A4 Organize events on a timeline. 
6.3.12 F1 Analyze the aftermath of World War I, including: nationalism and propaganda

6.1.8 A2 - Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point of view, and content

6.3.12 F2 – Analyze the background causes and global consequences of actions leading to World War II, including: the rise of Nazism

6.4.12 J5 Compare and contrast key events and people involved with the causes, course, and consequences of World War II, including: the Axis Powers, Joseph Stalin and the role of the USSR
6.6.2 A3 Demonstrate basic map skills

6.6.2 E2 Describe the impact of weather on everyday life
Objectives




Assessment
	Students will be able to write the definition of appeasement. 
	Students will read two sections from the textbook about appeasement and define the word in their journal.

	Students will be able to write an analysis about their own reactions to the policy of appeasement. 
	Students will read two sections from the textbook and answer questions in their journal. The questions will force students to both locate and interpret information.

	Students will be able to describe the effect of propaganda on citizens of Germany during World War II. 
	Students will view a visual example of propaganda movies and then discuss their emotional reactions as a class. 

	Students will be able to interpret the political cartoon, ‘Second Creation.’
	Students will complete a handout with questions about the cartoon individually, and then as a class. 

	Students will be able to practice note taking skills. 
	Students will take notes from the overhead projector. 

	Students will imagine what it would be like to be a British citizen during the blitzes. 
	After simulating air raid drill, students will be asked to write a 4-5 sentence paragraph describing what they think it would have felt like to live in Britain during the German blitzes. 


Materials:

Textbook – Glencoe’s World History: Modern Times

ABC’s The Century Video

TV

VCR

Chalkboard

Chalk
Timeline

Appeasement Handout
Overhead Projector

‘Second Creation’ Political Cartoon on Transparency

‘Second Creation’ Handout

Lecture notes on transparencies
Map of Europe and Soviet Union
Motivation: (15-20 minutes)
When the students come into the classroom “Read ‘The First Steps” on page 592 and “Demands and Appeasement” on page 593 in the textbook, World History: Modern Times” will be written on the front board. The ‘Appeasement Handout’ will be distributed and students will answer the questions on the handout after completing the reading. Following completion of this activity the instructors will go over the answers with the class. 
Instruction/Activities/Technology:
Timeline Activity (5 minutes) 
· Students who were assigned the Timeline Activity for homework the night before will be asked to present their representation of their key event to the class. Their work will then be added to the timeline. 

· This will also serve as a review for the big ideas from the previous lesson. 

Introduction of Video (5 minutes) 
· Instructors will emphasize that appeasement was never going to work because Hitler had a one track mind and was extremely confident in the fact that he would be able to spread his views throughout the world. The instructors will tell the class that a video will be shown as an example of how Hitler and the Nazi Party were able to rally so many people behind Hitler’s extreme ideas which were extreme anti-Semitism and belief that the Aryan race was better than the rest. He gained support for these ideas through the use of propaganda. Ask students in the class if they remember the definition of propaganda that was defined in class the previous day. 
Movie Clip (5 - 7 minutes)

· Show a clip from ABC’s The Century that shows Hitler speaking and clips of propaganda movies made by his request 

Discussion: (5 – 10 minutes)
· Pose questions to the class. If no one raises their hand, instructors will call on students. 

· Questions: 
· Even though you couldn’t understand what Hitler was saying, what emotion was he portraying?
· How did you feel listening to him? 

· What would it be like to be in his presence?

· Would you consider Hitler a good speaker even though you couldn’t understand a word he said? Why?
Political Cartoon (15 – 20 minutes)
· Put political cartoon ‘Second Creation’ up on the overhead projector. 

· Give students a handout with questions that will prompt them to interpret the political cartoon.

· Allow students 5-10 minutes to work on answering the questions themselves.

· Instructors will walk around the classroom to judge when most students have finished. Then the class will go over the handout together. 

· Students will fill in any answers they were unable to come up with on their own.  
Lecture/Notes: (15 – 20 minutes)
· Ask students to take out their notebooks for the lecture

· A synopsis of the lecture, written up in simple sentences, will be placed on the overhead for students to copy so that they are sure to write down the main ideas.
· The classroom map will be pulled down so the students can see the geographical features that play a role in Hitler’s attacks. 

· Battles in Britain
· Military Strategy of Germans when attacking Britain
· Blitzkrieg

· Luftwaffe

· Air Raids
· Air Raid Drill Re-enactment

· One instructor will ring an alarm and tell the students that we’re having an air raid drill. 

· Instructors will close the blinds and turn off the lights while students get under their desks. 

· Instructors will explain the effects that air raid drills had on the citizens of Britain. 

· Invasion of the Soviet Union

· Hitler’s objective in invading the Soviet Union
· Why he did not succeed. 
Questions: 
· Was the appeasement policy a good idea?
· What do you think about Hitler and the Nazi Party’s beliefs?
· Even though you couldn’t understand what Hitler was saying, what emotion was he portraying?

· How did you feel listening to him? 

· What would it be like to be in his presence?

· Would you consider Hitler a good speaker even though you couldn’t understand a word he said? Why?

· What did British citizens do during an air raid? 
Special Ed Modifications:

All students will be able to reenact an air raid drill.
Some students will be able to discuss their emotional reactions to Hitler’s propaganda. 
Few students will be able to interpret the political cartoon “Second Creation.”
Homework: Students will be asked to write a 3-4 sentence paragraph describing what they think it would have felt like to live in Britain during the German blitzes.
Students with the topics “Appeasement,” “Britain and France declare war on Germany,” “Blitzkrieg,” and “Invasion of the Soviet Union” will do their Timeline assignment. When presented to the class the following day, this will serve as a review.  

